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him in the most cruel fashion, driving and dragging him
along the thorny way, till they reach the mouth of the
black and noisome pit. Into this they lower the beautiful
boy, heedless of his prayers for mercy, cutting the rope
after they have let him down. It so happens that Joseph
lights on a stone which rises above the water in the bottom
of the pit; and there he remains in safety, ministered to,
say the chroniclers, by an angel sent from Heaven, for he
was of the goodly fellowship of the Prophets. His brothers
gather round the pit-mouth and begin to revile him, except-
ing only Judah, who addresses to him some kind words.

In the meantime Jacob is longing for the return of his
beloved Joseph, and as the day passes and night comes on
without any word of his sons he begins to dread some
catastrophe. At length the elder brothers arrive without
Joseph, and seek to deceive their father by telling him that
while they were playing a wolf devoured the boy who was
watching over their clothes, in proof of which story they
show him the lad's coat which they had smeared with the
blood of an animal. Jacob refuses to believe them, but is
so overcome at being severed from his dear son that he
swoons. The brothers, angry at his doubting their word,
propose to return and slay Joseph, and, by producing his
mutilated members, convince their disbelieving father; but
from this they are dissuaded by Judah, who even threatens
to kill anyone who attempts to injure the boy. On recover-
ing, Jacob looks at the coat, sees it is untorn, and tells his
sons that their story is a lie, since, if a wolf had devoured
Joseph, it must have torn his coat while doing so. They are
discomfited, but invent another story to the effect that a
robber killed their brother; but this also Jacob denies, saying
no robber would kill a boy and leave his coat. The old man
then goes out into the wilderness and wanders about seeking